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We want to express our deep appreciation for the incredible  
support that we have received from so many over the course  
of Harold’s illness.

Our friends and loving family have provided the kind words, 
thoughts, prayers and food that have sustained us.  

The wonderful nurses, doctors and caregivers at The Univer-
sity of Chicago Medical Center, The Rogosin Institute, Care 
in the Home, and Horizons Palliative Care and Hospice  
provided Harold with extraordinary medical care and have  
patiently answered our questions and shared with us their  
knowledge and wisdom.

Everyone’s loving concern was manifest in a variety of ways 
large and small, too numerous to list. One of our favorite fam-
ily sayings is that “It takes a village....”  You have proven that 
and provided that village for us as we have moved through these  
difficult days.  For this we are eternally grateful.

Finally, we want to thank Harold, whose grace and strength 
turned his final days into an unexpected gift filled with  
comfort and love. 

May the One Who blessed our ancestors be present to those 
who provide help for the ill and troubled among us. May 
they be filled with the fortitude and courage, endowed with 
sympathy and compassion, as they give strength to those at 
their side. May they fight against despair, and continue to 
find within themselves the will to reach out to those in need.  
And in their love of others, may they know the blessing of 
community, and the blessing of renewed faith.

With all of our love,
Marlene, Robert and Andrew

�e Richman family will be sitting shiva at their home at  
5715 S. Dorchester Avenue on Wednesday and �ursday nights from  
6:00 pm � 9:00 pm. Minyan wil be held at approximately 7:00 pm.



“I have done what I thought was right.  I hope it has come out useful.”
- Harold Richman to Rabbi Batsheva Appel Tuesday, July 21, 2009

Harold Richman was a husband, father, grandfather, mentor, 
advisor, scholar, and visionary.

He was born in Chicago on May 15, 1937, to Leon and Rebecca Richman.  He grew 
up with his older sister Nora in Shaker Heights, Ohio - just outside of Cleveland. 

As the son of two social workers, a concern for others came naturally to Harold.   
This orientation was given direction during his undergraduate years at Harvard 
where experiences both in and out of the classroom made him aware of the dire 
circumstances in which many lived.  In his words, “I had seen things that I couldn’t 
let pass.”

Harold received the training and confidence that he needed to tackle these problems 
in the MA and later the doctoral program at the University of Chicago’s School of 
Social Service Administration (SSA), during his military service as a social worker 
at the National Institutes of Mental Health and as a White House Fellow in Lyndon 
Johnson’s Labor Department.

Harold’s impact on the field of children’s welfare policy research is immeasurable.  
As a young dean of SSA he broadened the focus of the school to include a substantial 
public policy component.  He was a principal architect and founding chair of the 
University of Chicago’s public policy studies program.

When he returned to research, he founded and become the first executive director 
of the Chapin Hall Center for Children - a research center at the forefront of efforts 
to create high quality applicable research on children’s welfare issues.  Toward the 
end of his tenure as executive director, with considerable support from Atlantic Phi-
lanthropies, he began work with local leaders in areas of conflict to create children’s 
policy research centers modeled after Chapin Hall.  In the 8 years since, he helped 
create centers in Jerusalem, Amman, Dublin, Belfast, and Cape Town.

Harold was always willing to share his knowledge and wisdom with colleagues, 
organizations, government agencies and friends by chairing and serving on commit-
tees, boards, and task forces and, most importantly, by simply talking to people. 

In the classroom, Harold pushed a new generation to think critically about the in-
equities in our society.  He was the consummate teacher - creative, provocative, and 
inspiring. 

Throughout his career, Harold’s grounding and true joy was his family.  Marlene, 
his wife of forty-four years, his two sons, Andrew and Robert, their wives and their 
children.  In his words, “They made everything possible.”
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Please join us for a reception in Vick Hall
immediately following the service




